Orange County community unites around health access;

forms an advocacy alliance

The cormmunity fomum held last Saturday, August22 at the Immaadlate Heart of Mary Parish Hall led toa ground-
breaking alliance. Organized by a group oflo@l and regional stakeholders, induding the Coalit on of Orange County
Cormmunity Clinics (“the Coalition®), Latino Health Access, Oange County Labor Fedemtion, Oange County
Congregation Cormmunity Organization, Lestonnac Free Oinic, WMNCOC Asian Health Qinic, Korean Community Semd ces,
Health Care Coundl of Orange County, A&RP and the Prevention Institute, the forum galvani zed grass-root

cormritient to advocte for and ensure health acoess.

The fonum entided, “Orange County Health In Crsis: Community Health Centers At The Frontines,” led to a call for
unity and deeper cllabomtonamong ammunity and religious leaders, sodal service organizatons, labor unians,

health advocacy groups, and local patient spokespersons.

Curtis Crocker, Alondr Campos, and Ninh Mauyven shared their most personal struggles to accessing healthcare,
inspiing genuine cornpassion, espedally from Ed Gerber, President of the Coalidon Board of Directors, and Executwe

Directar of Lestonnac Free Qinic.

“Itis only through collaboreton and cormpassion that we could, with our own efforts, address the growdng community

need,” Mr. Gerbersaid.

This @l for 2 locl allianee armong cormrmunity dini cs, faith-based groups, labor groups, comrunity-based
organizati ons and sodal servi ce agendes was echoed repeatedly duning the forum.

"4, | oml alliance has forrmed several dmes in the past w advocate for the public's health,” said Felix Schwarz, Exeautive
D rectar of Health Care Coundl. “This is the worst| have seen it as far as the need for healthGare. 1t is obvious to me

we nieed to fonmmn an allianoe onoe again®

The dear need fora community alliance around health adw oy was heart-feltamong longt me cammunity leaders
onthe panhel, such as Paty Maduena, Chair of Orange County Congregation Carmmunity Organizaton, Dr. Thuy MNzuven
of YMCOC Asian Health, Ellen Ahn, Exeostdve Director of Korean Community S2ndoes and Amen e Brado, CEO of

Latino Health Acoess.

“Our anly dhol g2 is 10 vwark with one woi o2, said Anenc Bracho, "With the leadership of the Coalidon, we, together,
need to define dear tasks in the next few weeks, and make our diverse voices come together as one. | was educated
today of the critical need for all of us to support the 19 community dinicsin our healthcare safety net.”

453 result, the Coalition of Orange County Community Oinics will form a askforoe o tadle adwocacy around acoess
and affordability. A work plan for the task force is being developed by Coaliion staff for usein 2009 The alliance is
preliminanily being @lled Task Force for Access, Affordability and Advoccy.

Medical Provider Forum
reviews potential projects

Elewen Coaliton mernber dini cs joined together at the
riost recent Medi gl Provider Forum. At thatforurn, a
project rmanagerfor kaiser Permanente spoke about the
Proactive Offi e Encounter Prograr and its successesin
providing better patient care, patientand provider
satisfact on, and sa«ings, bothin tme and money.

“Money right be rnade available to help train our
community dini cs on site that increases provider
effidency, while providing send ces that c@n be delivered by
athers on the health Gre teatn,” said Ken Bell, MD, Chief
Medical Offi cer for the Coalition.

UCIs Prirne LC Program presented the Group Medicl Yisit
1G] program — away to oJt costs, improve patient e,
satisfact on and outcomes. With enoughinterest, UO will
holda trminingin November with Ed Shahady, MD, an
internationally-rencwned leaderin setiing up group

medi @l visits, thatwould be open to member prosiders.

Movellus Researdh Sites, Inc. presented their researd
protocols for Fod-approved non-placebo dini cl studies
that could provi de supplementzl funding to dini s, They
have programs in HLN1 anti-viral treatment, Diabetes,
Asthmaand others.

“This opporunity for study couldadd to the parmership
thatwe are buildingwith the super region on dini =l and
operatonal measures for the AQICC prograrm,” said Jose
Perez, WD, Medical Direchar at Central Gty CHC. Dr. Perez
alsoadded how this couldl also enhance gmntwrhting
apportunities.

“Orngoing Coalidon efforts to formalize and strengthen
‘super region’ collaboration with the Los Angeles and San
Diego dinicconsortia, are fooused not only onimproving
diabetes prograrms, butalso dinizl and opermtdonal
measures for meaningful use,’ said Cathy Sakansky,
Director of Quality Managernentat the Coalitan.

Members vote to coordinate local
push for medical home concept

On August 27, dini € members voted to collaborate in
prornoting the locl implementation of the patisnt
centered medical hame [PCWH) model.

Dr. Tarn Bent, CO0 & Medicl Directorat Laguna Beadi
Comrmunity Clini c cammented on the fact that the PCIUH
model isfadng a resurgencein mare and maore dinic
Cconsoria across the nation, and that the California
Legislature is seeking to define the term patient-
centered medical hame through Assermbly Bill 1542
[Assernbly Health Comrmittes).

With the PCIWH madel, mermbers an transfarm
themselwesinto "health centers of the future” —a
strategi c goal targeted by Coaliion's “Safety Met of the
Future® Initiative.

Coalition works with
89.3 FM to tell the OC story

The Coalition is helping the newsroom at KPCC §9.3 FIM
readh outto the community forexamples of how outs
in the state budgetare or will be affecing Oange
County residents, All responses are confidential, and
nothing you share is aired ar published withoutyour
permission. A& reporter or producer mi ght @l for
further information. In responding, you become
part of the Insight Metwark, a group of peoplein
Southern Califarnia who adt as news sources far the
KPCC newsroorn by sharing theirexperiencoes.

Toa share vourinsights on haw the stzbe budget will
affect you and those around you, follow thislink:
http A spr.orgfinfuestions fudough /

Andtoadd your experiences using or
lading health Gare insurance, use thislink:
hittp: iy s . ongdin/questons heal thares

Visit us at www. forhealthyoc.org




